
The Role of Paired Texts in Literacy Instruction &  
Connection to the Assessment Blueprint Note catcher  

 

Section Resource Link(s):  Sample Guiding Questions:  Notes:  
Instructional 
Importance of 
Paired Texts to 
Build 
Comprehension 

• Walkthrough Tool     

Understanding 
the VDOE 
Resources 
Webpage to 
Support 
Integration & 
Paired Texts  

• 2024 Standards of 
Learning for English 
(Resources)   

• 2024 SOL 
Instructional 
Resources 

  

The 2024 English 
Standards of 
Learning & 
Paired Texts  

• Progression Charts 
• Understanding the 

Standards 
 

1.Where in the 2024 English Standards of Learning does it 
encourage educators across the Commonwealth to teach 
thematically, with paired passages?     
2.What do you notice about the standards for the grade 
before and following the grade you teach?  
3.How might this understanding impact your instruction and 
assessment moving forward? 

 

Planning for 
Integration  

 •In thinking through past instruction, where did you utilize 
paired and/or sets of texts?  

OR 
•Moving forward, where do you see opportunities to enhance 
integration and instruction with pair texts and/or text sets?  
-Are there opportunities to include additional texts to support 
the Reading Literary Texts and Reading Informational Texts 
Integration of Concepts sub strand in the 2024 English 
Standards of Learning?  
-What supplemental texts can you include to support 
students activating prior experience and/or building 
background knowledge on given topics or themes? 

 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/66493/638974263098400000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning


HQIM and/or 
Curriculum 
Review for 
Integration of 
Standards & 
Building 
Knowledge 

Instructional Guides •Does the lesson outcome align with the standards?  (RI, RL, 
RV, C + LU, W +LU, R)   

•Look for opportunities to increase the learning 
outcomes to align with the standards.  

•Does the text meet the grade-level complexity following 
qualitative and/or quantitative measures? (DSR.B, FFR, 
See Appendix, page 105)   

•Does the lesson provide opportunities for understanding 
vocabulary and building background knowledge? 
(DSR.D, RV, FFR)   

•Provide opportunities to build background 
knowledge students need to understand the 
text. 

•Identify vocabulary students will need to be taught 
prior to reading the text. 

•Are students spending most of the lesson reading the text? 
(DSR.A, RI, RL)   

•Identify opportunities where you can increase time 
in text. 

•Are the text dependent questions rigorous and do they 
meet the standards? (DSR.C, DSR.E, RI, RL, RV, C, W, 
FFW)   

•Identify opportunities to ask standards-aligned 
questions using the text provided by the HQIM. 

 

Alignment with 
Instruction & 
Assessment  

SOL Assessment 
Blueprints  
Office of Assessment 
Website 

•What implications does the SOL Blueprint have for your 
instruction? 
•How will you ensure that your year-long instruction will help 
students demonstrate mastery of the standards on SOL 
assessments? 
•Where do you see the integration of standards and paired 
texts in the blueprint that mirrors instruction occurring in 
classrooms across the Commonwealth? 

 

Next Steps Planning for Integration 
Webinars 
Bite-Sized PD  
K-12 Walkthrough Tool  

•How can you ensure integration is happening, using your 
division-adopted HQIM?  
•Are students reading high-quality, complex texts in every 
lesson, every day?  
•Do the current division level pacing and resources support 
the integration of literacy standards alongside paired texts 
and/or text sets? 

 

 

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/student-assessment/virginia-sol-assessment-program
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources/-fsiteid-1
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources/-fsiteid-1
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/instructional-resources/-fsiteid-1

