
K-12 Walkthrough Tool Teacher Planning Checklist  

Core Action 1: Grade-Level Complex Texts Resources/Notes 
 My planning team is engaged in conversations around the text’s complexity: 

qualitative, quantitative, and reader/task considerations. 
 Texts and activities chosen for the lesson or unit are conceptually organized 

to build or extend knowledge. 
 What types of writing does the text authentically lend itself to? (Can this text 

serve as a mentor for a later writing task?) 
 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

**Planning Consideration: Take time to internalize the text prior to students reading it. Internalize the big 
picture/conceptual understandings for cohesion and for students to make natural connections.  
 

Core Action 2: Text Dependent Questions and Tasks Resources/Notes 
 I’ve chosen strong vocabulary/phrases that are essential to deepening 

students’ understanding.  
 Pre-teach: _______________________________________ 
 Analyze in context: ____________________________________ 

 Do questions/tasks represent a variety of integrated standards? 
 Are the questions and tasks sequenced appropriately to help students meet 

the text’s knowledge demands? 
 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

**Planning Consideration: Use the Understanding the Standards document to ensure the text-dependent 
questions are aligned to grade-level standards.  

Core Action 3: Opportunities for Student Engagement  Resources/Notes 
 My lesson includes planned opportunities for student collaboration (e.g., 

partner reading, think-pair-share, collaborative discussions). 
 All students have the opportunity to access complex texts:  

 Scaffolds are designed to support access without reducing rigor.  
 Before, during, or after reading tasks are strategically planned. 

 I've planned meaningful opportunities for students to engage with the text(s) 
(e.g., annotating vs. highlighting, written responses, debating essential 
questions with evidence). 

 Strategies are included to ensure students carry the majority of the cognitive 
load and reduce teacher-talk (e.g., timers, student-driven activities, 
independent activities). 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

*Planning Consideration: Engage in lesson rehearsal to practice timing and delivery of student engagement 
strategies and activities.  


