
K-3 Foundational Skills Teacher Planning Checklist  

Core Action 1: Aligned-Content Resources/Notes 
 The scope and sequence provided by the division-adopted materials is 

aligned to the end of year expectations as outlined in the 2024 English 
Standards of Learning. 

 My daily foundational skills lessons are aligned to the Foundations for 
Reading and Foundations for Writing standards. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

**Planning Consideration: During planning, Progression Charts and Grade Level Side-by-Sides are helpful tools 
to ensure your foundational skills instruction is meeting the rigor and expectations as outlined in the 2024 English 
Standards of Learning. 
 

Core Action 2: Teacher-Directed Instruction Resources/Notes 
 My foundational skill instruction is explicit, systematic, and cumulative. 
 My lessons include adequate time for both teacher instruction and student 

practice daily. 
 Teacher language is consistent across classrooms and grade levels. 
 During instruction, I provide explicit instruction and modeling of foundational 

skills. 
 My lessons include opportunities for both formal and informal assessments. 
 After lessons, I use data collection, informal and formal, to monitor student 

progress and make instructional adjustments. 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Understanding the 
Standards 
 
Instructional Guides 

**Planning Consideration: During planning, Instructional Guides alongside your division-adopted materials 
and/or lessons can provide guidance for instructional approaches and routines to support Teacher-Directed 
Instruction. 

Core Action 3: Student Practice Resources/Notes 
 My lessons include ample time for students to practice foundational skills 

both out of text and in text daily. 
 During instruction, students are provided multiple opportunities to practice 

explicitly taught phonics features in isolation (sounds, words) and in 
connected text. 

 During the lesson all students are decoding/reading and encoding/spelling. 
 During the lesson students are doing the work and taking the cognitive lift. 
 Throughout the lesson, I provide feedback to my students to support mastery 

of foundational skills during the lesson. 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



*Planning Consideration: During planning, Instructional Guides alongside your division-adopted materials and/or 
lessons can provide guidance for instructional routines and student engagement suggestions to support Student 
Practice of foundational skills. 


