[image: ]The Role of Paired Texts in Literacy Instruction & 
Connection to the SOL Assessment Blueprint
Division and/or School Leader Facilitator’s Guide | 120-minute session 

How to use this Facilitator's Guide: 
Purpose: This 2-hour professional learning session is designed to support division and school leaders in collaboratively exploring how paired texts enhance literacy instruction and connect to the SOL Assessment Blueprint. The guide provides a structured sequence of activities, discussion prompts, and resources to ensure participants engage meaningfully with evidence-based strategies. (Additionally, a logical break is built into the sequence where an activity/learning can be broken off into a follow-up session, if a 120-minute professional learning session is not feasible for your school or division.) 
Structure: Each section includes:  
· Topic and Talking Points: Key ideas to introduce, model, or discuss.
· Resources: Slides, video clips, and materials from the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE).
· Collaborative Tasks: Opportunities for participants to analyze, discuss, apply, and share learning.
Facilitator Role: Your role is to guide reflection and conversation. Encourage participants to:
· Examine best practices and research behind paired texts.
· Share insights across grade levels to build a collective understanding of evidence-based instruction.
· Plan for instruction that integrates paired texts strategically and thematically.
Outcome: By the end of the session, participants should feel confident designing instruction utilizing paired texts and/or text sets that aligns with the 2024 English Standards of Learning and the SOL Blueprints. 
 Quick Links to Session Materials: 
· Slides (PDF | PPT)
· Note catcher (PDF | Word)
Preparation: 
	Prior to facilitating this session

	Session Setup: 
· Facilitate activities in grade-level and/or common planning groups to encourage reflection, discussion, and planning for next steps. (Prepare the adult learning space to support these strategic groupings.) 
· Each slide in the accompanying deck includes a suggested script. Review and adapt it to fit your facilitation style and audience. Be sure to personalize examples or remove sections as needed to align with your division or school context.
Audience Considerations: 
· This guide and slide deck are designed for Grade 3–EOC educators and leaders.
· If your audience includes only secondary educators, prioritize examples most relevant to their grade bands. (Slide 29, in the accompanying slide deck, provides a video snip of an elementary example, while Slide 32 provides a video snip of a secondary example.)
· Encourage cross-grade collaboration to strengthen vertical alignment and shared understanding of paired texts.
Provide Access to Key Resources: 
· Participants in this session will be utilizing VDOE resources, ensure that all participants have printed and/or electronic copies of the 2024 English Standards of Learning, Progression Chart(s), Understanding the Standards, Assessment Blueprints + Paired Passages Notecatcher.docx, and SOL Blueprints. 
· Encourage educators to bring or have access to a recent unit or current division-adopted materials to support the activity and reflection occurring during the “HQIM and/or Curriculum Review for Integration of Standards & Building Knowledge” section. If your audience is new educators who do not have recent units and/or access to curriculum, facilitators may consider the following options: 
· Have new educators start with the sample texts located in the Instructional Guides and build out pairings and lessons from there.
· Access an approved open source HQIM online (e.g., EL Education, Bookworms).
· Supply novice educators with sample units/lessons/curriculums provided by the division or building.


Session Overview: 
	Timing 
	Notes to Guide Facilitation of Each Session Topic 
	Slides
	Resources 

	[bookmark: _Int_uAUwz4LG]Introduction & Instructional Importance of Paired Texts to Build Comprehension | Slides 1-11                                                      (10 minutes)
This section introduces the concept of paired passages and the importance of integration. The purpose is to help educators understand the connections between texts, standards, and text-dependent questions that support integrated reading comprehension and concept development.

	01:00-10:00

(10 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· Share the goal of this professional learning with participants (see language in scripted slide or above in “Goals of this Session”).
· Edit the “Agenda”(slide 4) and “Session Outcomes”(slide 3) slides to meet the needs of your division and/or building. 
· Review slides 6–10 with educators: Emphasize that texts should drive English and literacy instruction. 
· Engaging with rich, connected texts helps students apply skills authentically and deepen understanding across all English SOL strands, showing literacy as an integrated process and not isolated skills.
· Connect the ELA Walkthrough Tool (Slide 11) to show how all strands (reading, writing, research, communication, and multimodal literacy) work together. 
· Paired texts model this integration, letting students build comprehension and express ideas across genres through connected instruction.
· Play the video (slide 8) that discusses the connection between the standards and planning thematic units around paired or text sets. 
	Slides 
1-11
	Participants can dive deeper into the Walkthrough Tool Link   for further connections. 


	[bookmark: _Int_Zyh84EA5]Understanding the VDOE Resource Webpage to Support Integration & Paired Texts | Slides 12-15                                                   (5 minutes)
This section focuses on understanding and applying Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) resources that support integration of paired texts. The purpose is to guide educators in using instructional tools and materials that promote deeper comprehension and cross-text analysis so that educators are able to find these resources moving forward.

	10:00-15:00

(5 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· Direct participants to open the VDOE webpage to access: 
· Instructional Guides
· Progression Charts 
· Understanding the Standards
· Appendix for Complex Texts 
· Model for participants how to find different resources on the VDOE webpage.  
· Consider emailing resource links before the session to help participants quickly locate and bookmark materials on the VDOE website for ongoing use throughout the year. 
· Play the video on slide 14 that provides a voiceover of where to find different resources on the VDOE webpage. 
· Circulate to ensure all educators can access and bookmark the resources from Slide 15. 
	Slides 12-15
	Ensure that participants have access to these webpages for the upcoming activities and discussions: 
· 2024 English Standards of Learning Resources Link  
· English Instructional Resources + Webinars Link 

	[bookmark: _Int_jJqqm6Hz]The 2024 English Standards of Learning & Paired Texts | Slides 16-25                                                                                                              (30 minutes)
This section explores how paired texts are embedded in and expand vertically across the Virginia English Standards of Learning. The purpose is to show how expectations for cross-text analysis and synthesis deepen from grade to grade, illustrating the progression of reading comprehension and integration of skills that prepare students for literacy success.

	15:00-24:00

(9 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· In slides 17-19, discuss how the Understanding the Standards documents provide clarification of the 2024 English Standards of Learning and guide educators to understand where grade level standards charge all educators to instruct using paired texts and thematic units/instruction.
· Thematic instruction and instruction around pairing texts strengthens student comprehension and knowledge building. 
· Play the video clip (slide 19) that demonstrates how to locate paired texts in the Integration of Concepts sub strands and deepen understanding of these standards by using the Understanding the Standards documents and the Progression Charts. 
	Slides 16-22
	Standards: K-12 Word  |  PDF

Understanding the Standards Link  

Progression Charts Link (specifically the Reading Literary and Reading Informational Texts Progression Charts) 

	24:00-45:00

(21min)
	Activity: VDOE Resource Exploration for Paired Texts  
· Guide participants in using the Progression Charts and Understanding the Standards documents to analyze how the 2024 English Standards of Learning encourage teachers to use paired passages and text sets to meet rigorous instruction. 
· During this activity, facilitators will circle the room, listen into team conversations and push thinking, as needed. 
· Slide 24 provides participants with discussion questions to support analysis of these VDOE resources. 
Share-out 
· Facilitators can strategically invite grade level teams to share insights from the Progression Charts and Understanding the Standards documents about where “paired texts” appear and the expected rigor for their grade levels. 
· This will support the entire faculty in ensuring instruction is aligned to the specifics of the standards at each individual grade level. 
By the end of this activity, participants should understand how their grade level standards address paired texts and the expectations for students in the grade prior and following their own grade level.
	Slides
23-25
	Understanding the Standards Link
 
Progression Chart(s Link)

As needed, see the SAMPLE Facilitator Prompts for Group Discussion Link  to support facilitators as they circulate the room and support thinking. 

	[bookmark: _Int_liomj30d]Planning for Integration (Literary & Informational Texts) | Slides 26-35                                                                                                            (25 minutes)
This section focuses on helping educators plan for the intentional integration of paired passages and thematic instruction within their curriculum. The purpose is to guide teachers in using the Instructional Guides to align lessons with the English Standards of Learning, ensuring that reading, writing, and concept development are connected across units. Educators will identify opportunities for pairing texts, building thematic coherence, and designing instruction that supports comprehension, analysis, and vertical growth across grade levels.

	45:00-65:00

(15 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· Strong literacy instruction should be integrated and not skill-based; integration across the standards is crucial for developing skilled readers.
· The first step in planning for integration (and your entire intellectual preparation process) is selecting a high-quality, complex text (Slide 27).
· Depending on school/division expectations, outline for educators where texts and/or thematic units will stem from (HQIM, etc.) or add in expectations around using division-level resources.  
· On slide 28, facilitators will guide educators through the embedded suggestions in the “Instructional Approaches for Integrating Strands” column of each grade level Instructional Guide.  
· Play Video clip depending on your audience: 
· Slide 30: Elementary example (4-minute video), shares sample thinking for planning an elementary text-pairing that enhances instruction and supports integration across strands. 
· Slide 32: Secondary example (9-minute video) shares a sample thought process for planning integrated instruction and building deep knowledge and understanding through texts. 
	Slides 26-34
	Grade Level Instructional Guides Link 

	65:00-70:00

(5 min)
	Activity: Turn & Talk and Share-Out
·  In thinking through past instruction, where did you utilize paired texts and/or sets of texts?  
And/or
· Moving forward, where do you see opportunities to enhance integration and instruction with paired texts and/or text sets? 
· Are there opportunities to include additional texts to support the Reading Literary Texts and Reading Informational Texts Integration of Concepts sub strand in the 2024 English Standards of Learning? 
· What supplemental texts can you include to support students activating prior experience and/or building background knowledge on given topics or themes.
Share‑Out: 
After discussion, invite a few groups to share highlights or “aha” moments.
· Encourage educators to reference their Instructional Guides and Progression Charts as they talk. Prompt them to think about cross‑strand connections, how reading, writing, and communication standards can work together and ask groups to identify one actionable idea they could implement in upcoming units.
 By the end of this turn and talk, participants should identify past uses of paired texts and generate new ideas for incorporating them into future instruction.
	Slide 35
	

	[bookmark: _Int_3e6rsIjp]HQIM and/or Curriculum Review for Integration of Standards & Building Knowledge | Slides 36-45                                              (35 minutes)
This section will provide educators with a framework for planning and preparing for integration. Educators will review their curriculum to examine how standards connect and how student knowledge is built.  This review will help identify existing opportunities to strengthen connections across strands, ensuring instruction remains cohesive, rigorous, and aligned with the 2024 English Standards of Learning.

	Potential breaking point. If time is limited, divide sections into different professional learning sessions.

	70:00-80:00

(10 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· Share VDOE resources available to support planning 
· Discuss the sample planning process for planning instruction with integration in mind that’s provided in the Grade Level Instructional Guides (Slides 41-43). 
· Planning for integration with paired texts is essential because it deepens comprehension by helping students make meaningful connections across ideas, genres, and standards.
· Play the video clip on slide 38 that provides a 2-minute explanation of the resources that can be at the table when planning for integration and paired texts.
· The video clip on slide 40 provides a 2-minute example of how to utilize the Instructional Guides to jumpstart this planning process.
· Use the 30-second video on slide 43 to support participants in where to find integration approaches in their Grade Level Instructional Guide.  
· The facilitator will elaborate on division specific planning expectations. 
	Slides
36-43
	Educators will need to access their HQIM or unit/lesson plans. 



	80:00-105:00

(25 min)
	Activity: HQIM and/or Curriculum Review for Integration of Standards & Building Knowledge Facilitator 
Participants will open up HQIM and/or curriculum and, in groups, review based on the checklist on Slide 44. 
While circulating the room, facilitators will: 
· Encourage small-group or grade-level discussions to compare how paired passages are used across units. 
· Remind participants to reference both qualitative and quantitative text complexity measures when evaluating rigor. 
· Prompt educators to identify where paired passages could be added to existing units to strengthen thematic connections.
· Utilize the Sample Facilitator Prompts and Guiding Questions for the HQIM Review activity, as needed, to move educator thinking towards desired activity outcome.
Share‑Out: 
· Encourage participants to share examples from their own curriculum where paired passages have successfully deepened understanding. 
· Prompt cross‑grade or cross‑division discussion to identify opportunities for vertical alignment. 
·  Capture key takeaways that can inform future professional learning or curriculum refinement.
· Reinforce that paired passages are not just for assessment, they are powerful tools for building knowledge and supporting comprehension across texts.  
By the end of this curriculum review activity, participants should be able to identify where paired texts or text sets appear in their HQIM or division curriculum and outline next steps for supplementing instruction to align with the 2024 English Standards of Learning.
	Slides
44-45
	Understanding the Standards Link 

Progression Charts Link 

Instructional Guides Link

Sample Facilitator Prompts and Guiding Questions Link


	[bookmark: _Int_uDCZjCii]Alignment with Instruction & Assessment | Slides 46-52                                                                                                                                          (10 minutes)
In this section, educators will explore how to read the SOL Blueprint, identify where information on paired passages can be found, and discuss how to use the Blueprint to guide instruction and assessment planning moving forward.

	105:00-110:00

(5 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· On Slide 46, facilitators will discuss the importance of evidence-based instruction driving assessment.
· Reference the SOL Blueprint and show educators where the “Summary Table” is located as well as information on “Passage Sets” (Slides 47-48).
· Play the optional video clip (Slide 49) on how to read the SOL Blueprints. (If the facilitator already walked participants through how to read the Blueprint, they may choose not to play this video.)  
	Slides
46-49
	Grade 3-EOC Blueprints Link



	110:00-115:00

(5 min)
	Activity: Exploring Assessment Blueprints
Grade level discussion 
 After reviewing your grade level’s SOL Blueprint document, discuss: 
· What implications does the SOL Blueprint have for your instruction? 
· How will you ensure that your students are set up for success on SOL assessments through year‑long instruction? 
· Where do you see the integration of standards and paired texts in the blueprint that mirrors instruction occurring in classrooms across the Commonwealth?
Share-out 
· After facilitating the share-out session, review other resources from the Office of Assessment for additional, future supports.
· Use Slide 49 to conclude the share-out by directing educators to additional assessment-related questions.
By the end of this small group discussion, participants should have a deep understanding of the expectations of using paired passages on the SOL Assessment for their individual grade level.  
	Slides
50-51
	SOL Practice Items: SOL Practice Items (All Subjects) | Virginia Department of Education Link

	[bookmark: _Int_LQeaJ37S] Next Steps | Slides 53-61                                                                                                                                                                                                                (5 minutes)
This final section can be modified by educators; in this section educators will reflect on learnings from this session and plan for next steps and expectations from our building and division level.

	115:00-120:00

(5 min)
	Use script in Notes on PowerPoint to guide facilitation of slides and content  
· Share additional resources to further learning and alignment to the 2024 English Standards of Learning. 
· Share building level expectations, the walkthrough tool, and next steps from this 90-minute session on using Paired Passages and Integration to strengthen instruction and support SOL assessment. 
· Consider providing educators with a professional learning certificate to support continued education. 
· Consider sharing the “Continued Learning” slides that are most pertinent to the needs and goals of your division/building or next steps for your individual building (Slide 52 leaves space for these edits).
	Slides
53-59
	2024 Standards of Learning for English | Virginia Department of Education Link

2024 SOL Instructional Resources | Virginia Department of Education Link


Additional Research & Resources: 
	· Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade Link This What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) guide outlines five evidence-based recommendations for strengthening comprehension, including purposeful text selection and guided discussion — both foundational to paired text instruction.  
· Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4–9 Link This WWC guide expands comprehension strategies for older students, emphasizing integration of information across texts and explicit instruction in synthesis and analysis — key skills supported by paired passages.  
· VDOE Webinars on Planning for Integration Link



Alternative Facilitation Structures: 
	Session 1
60 minutes
	Session 2
~60 minutes

	· Introduction & Instructional Importance of Paired Texts to Build Comprehension | Slides 1-11       
· Understanding the VDOE Resource Webpage to Support Integration & Paired Texts | Slides 12-15   
· The 2024 English Standards of Learning & Paired Texts | Slides 16-25  
·  Alignment with Instruction & Assessment | Slides 46-52
· Next Steps | Slides 53-61 
	· The 2024 English Standards of Learning & Paired Texts | Slides 16-25 
· HQIM and/or Curriculum Review for Integration of Standards & Building Knowledge | Slides 36-45   
· Next Steps | Slides 53-61
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