LEGAL/ADVOCACY GROUPS AND RESOURCES


This document includes a non-exhaustive list of non-profit legal services and advocacy organizations in Virginia that provide no-cost legal or advocacy services, technical assistance, and/or referrals to the public. Other attorney or non-attorney services, including pro bono services and special education resources may be available in your community. The Virginia Lawyer Referral Service (VLRS), a program of the Virginia State Bar, provides a low-cost attorney referral and consultation service. For more information about this service, contact VLRS at (800) 552-7977 or Virginia Lawyer Referral Service. The VDOE provides this list for informational purposes only and makes no endorsement or representation regarding the scope or quality of any organizations or services.

COUNCIL OF PARENTS, ATTORNEYS and ADVOCATES (COPAA) 
COPAA offers a list of members who can assist parents of children with disabilities. However, it does not provide direct services, individual advocacy or representation to children with disabilities.

Contact Information:
· Address: P.O. Box 6767, Towson, Maryland 21285 
Website: https://www.copaa.org/ 

disAbility LAW CENTER OF VIRGINIA (dLCV) 
DLCV assists with disability-related problems, such as abuse, neglect, and discrimination. DLCV helps people with disabilities obtain services and treatment. DLCV also provides advocacy services and/or legal representation for individuals, including students with disabilities.      

· CONTACT INFORMATION:  
· Address: 1512 Willow Lawn Drive, Richmond, Virginia 23230 
Voice/TTY Relay: (800) 552-3962 (toll-free) or 804-225-2042
Email:  info@dLCV.org


Family to Family NETWORK of VIRGINIA
The Family to Family Network of Virginia, or F2F Network, an initiative of the Center for Family Involvement at Virginia Commonwealth University’s Partnership for People with Disabilities, has grown from one statewide Family to Family Health Information and Education Center begun in 2005 to a six regional office Family to Family Network where family members of culturally and linguistically diverse children and adults with disabilities (of all ages) have people in their own communities to call upon in their efforts to identify and obtain needed information, services and community supports.

The Partnership, a university center for excellence in developmental disabilities, receives federal and state funding to implement the F2F Network using a replicable peer support model based on Parent to Parent USA evidenced-based practices in matching families one-to-one using trained, volunteer parents, grandparents, siblings, and self-advocates. The Family to Family Network is P2P USA’s recognized Virginia alliance member.

The local networks provide:
a) 1:1 emotional, informational and disability and community services and systems navigational support
b) Family-friendly information and resource referrals on topics such as special education and early intervention services, health care and related financing (such as private insurance, TriCare and Medicaid), home and community-based Medicaid Waiver long term care services, disability services, and other community resources
c) Expertise in military services for military families
d) Expertise in autism through partnerships with local autism groups
e) Expertise in Hearing Loss through collaboration with EHDI, DOE, and Hands and Voices
f) Expertise in mental and behavioral health through collaboration with NAMI
g) Leadership development to support families in advocating for and participating in the design of more family-friendly, effective service systems
h) Connections to cultural brokers from culturally & linguistically diverse communities FAMILY TO FAMILY NETWORK – Center For Family Involvement

· CONTACT INFORMATION:  
· Physical Address:  
· Virginia Commonwealth University
Partnership for People with Disabilities
2235 Staples Mill Road, Suite 400
Richmond, VA 23230

Mailing Address: 
Partnership for People with Disabilities
Box 843020
Richmond, VA 23284-3020

Phone: (804) 828-3876
TTY Relay: (800) 828-1120
EMAIL:  ppdsoe@vcu.edu 
F2F Network Director, Nickie Brandenburger:  tnbrandenburg@vcu.edu

Formed Families Forward (FFF)
FFF is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting foster, kinship, and adoptive families of children and youth with disabilities and other special needs.  They serve families, educators, and child welfare professionals in the Northern Virginia area.  Their mission is to improve developmental, educational, social, emotional, and post-secondary outcomes for children and youth with disabilities and other special needs through provisions of information, training, and support to adoptive and foster parents, and kinship caregivers.

· CONTACT INFORMATION:  
· Address: 10304 Eaton Place, Suite 100, Fairfax, VA 22030
Phone: (703) 539-2904 
Email:  info@formedfamiliesforward.org

   
legal aid justice center (LAJC) 
Special Education Pro Bono Project
In order to expand our capacity to provide individual legal assistance to income-eligible families in special education matters, LAJC operates a special education pro bono project. We train and partner with local attorneys to provide legal representation in the following special education areas: 

a. Eligibility/Child Find 
b. Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings 
c. Independent Educational Evaluations (IEE) 
d. State special education complaints 
e. Mediation 
f. Due process hearings

If you are a potential client in need of special education advice or legal representation, please contact either our Richmond or Charlottesville office (whichever is closest to you)

Regional locations:  
Charlottesville – Serving the city of Charlottesville and counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene, Louisa, and Nelson
Legal Aid Justice Center 
1000 Preston Avenue, Ste. A, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 
Phone: (434) 977-0553 

Northern Virginia (Falls Church) – Serving cities of Fairfax, Falls Church, Herndon and Alexandria and counties of Loudoun, Fairfax, Arlington, Prince William and Stafford
Legal Aid Justice Center
6402 Arlington Blvd, Suite 1130
Falls Church VA 22042
Phone: (703) 778-3450

Richmond/Petersburg – Serving cities of Richmond, Petersburg, Hopewell and Colonial Heights and counties of Chesterfield, Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, Goochland, Powhatan, Surry, Prince George, Dinwiddie and Charles City. 
Petersburg:
Legal Aid Justice Center 
237 N. Sycamore St. Suite A, Petersburg, Virginia 23803
Phone: (804) 862-2205

Richmond:
Legal Aid Justice Center 
626 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219  
Phone: (804) 643-1086 

LEGAL AID SOCIETY FOR EASTERN VIRGINIA (LASEV)
Legal Aid Society for Eastern Virginia offers a referral service for parents who have children with disabilities and are in need of legal assistance. It serves Accomack County, Northampton County, James City County, York County, Williamsburg, Newport News, Hampton, Norfolk, Virginia Beach and Chesapeake. 

· CONTACT INFORMATION:  
· Norfolk (Main office):
· Address: 125 St. Paul’s Boulevard, Ste. 400 Norfolk, Virginia 23510 
Phone: (757) 627-5423 
Email: info@laseva.org

Hampton:
Address: 30 W Queen Wy, Hampton, Virginia 23669
Phone: (757) 275-0080
Email: Same as above

Williamsburg:
Address: 199 Armistead Ave, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
Phone: (757) 220-6837
Email: Same as above	

Belle Haven:
Address: 36314 Charles M Lankford Jr Memorial Hwy #5, Belle Haven, Virginia 23306
Phone: (757) 442-3014
Email: Same as above

Legal services of northern virginia (LSNV)
Legal Services of Northern Virginia, which offers eligible low-income families free consultation, advice and representation regarding special education issues including school discipline matters. Legal Services of Northern Virginia serves families in Northern Virginia. 

· CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Fairfax: 
· Address: 10700 Page Avenue, Fairfax, Virginia 22030
Phone: (703) 778-6800 or (703) 504-9141
Email: help@lsnv.org

Arlington: 
Address: 2200 Wilson Blvd Suite 210, Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: (703) 532-3733
Email: Same as above

Alexandria:
Address: 100 N Pitt St #307, Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: (703) 684-5566
Email: Same as above
 
Prince William:
Address: 9240 Center Street Manassas, VA 20110
Phone: (571) 482-2680
Email: Same as above

Loudoun:
Address: 8A South Street, SW Leesburg, VA  20175
Phone: (703) 778-6800
Email: Same as above
 
Route 1:
Address: Gerry Hyland Government Center 8350 Richmond Hwy, Suite 309 Alexandria, VA  22309
Phone: (703) 778-6800
Email: Same as above

Fredericksburg:
Address: 500 Lafayette Blvd #140, Fredericksburg, VA 2240
Phone: (540) 374-9101
Email: Same as above

PARENT EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY TRAINING CENTER (PEATC)
 PEATC (Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center) is Virginia’s federally designated Parent Center under special education law and has been since 1978. PEATC is also state-funded to provide direct support to families navigating special education and disability services.
 
PEATC empowers families of children and young adults with disabilities to understand their rights and make informed decisions. It also supports professionals who serve these families in schools and communities.
 
Services

PEATC offers:
· One-on-one assistance (phone, virtual, and in-person)
· Community office hours for additional in-person assistance
· Workshops, webinars, trainings (in person and virtual)
· Self-paced learning opportunities
· Hundreds of online resources, including toolkits, guides, template letters, factsheets, and more
 
Cost
· All PEATC’s services are free of charge
 
Accessibility
· Services are confidential
· Individual assistance available in over 300 languages
· Bilingual (Spanish/English) staff
· Multiple access options: phone, virtual, and in-person support
· Fast replies to emails and phone calls during office hours are answered by a live person
· Family-friendly materials designed for ease of understanding
· All resources on PEATC’s website are in family-friendly language, can be opened in a screen-readable format, and can be translated into multiple languages
 
Service Area
· PEATC serves families across the Commonwealth of Virginia, with staff located throughout the state.
 
Contact Information
Business Office Address: 403 Holiday Court, Suite 104, Warrenton, VA 20186
Phone: (703) 923-0010
Email:  Partners@peatc.org
Website: www.peatc.org


Southwest Virginia Legal Aid Society (SVLAS)
SVLAS provides free, high quality civil legal services to low-income residents of 17 counties and four small cities in southwestern Virginia. 

· CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Marion:
· Address: 227 W. Cherry Street, Marion, Virginia 24354 
Phone: (276) 783-8300 or (888) 201-2772 Toll free in Virginia 

Christiansburg:
Address: 155 Arrowhead Trail, Christiansburg, VA  24073 
Phone: 1-800-468-1366 or (540) 382-6157

Castlewood: 
Address: 16932 West Hills Drive, PO Box 670, Castlewood, VA  24224
Phone: 1-866-455-8716 or (276) 762-9354

Special Education Advocacy Law PELE Clinic
Parents Engaged for Learning Equality (PELE) Clinic

The PELE accepts applications from Williamsburg, Newport News, and Hampton. Cases outside of the designated service areas will be accepted on a limited case-by-case basis. 
	
The PELE Clinic provides Legal Advice and Representation in the following areas:

Special Education: 
· Identification and eligibility for children with disabilities who need special education;
· Evaluation and testing of special needs children, including the parent’s right to an independent evaluation;
· IEP meetings concerning goals and services for children with special needs;
· Creation of appropriate Functional Behavior Assessments and Behavior Intervention Plans;
· Appropriate placement for children with special needs.
· Representation at administrative hearings, such as Due Process Hearings and Mediation hearings to resolve disputes with the school system regarding special education services;
· School discipline issues, including Manifestation Determination Reviews;

Other Issues:
· Out-of-Zone Transfer Requests and school enrollment for students with special needs.
· Transition Services Assistance and Advocacy for students with special needs.

· CONTACT INFORMATION: 
· Address: William & Mary School of Law, Post Office Box 8795, Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8795
Phone: (757) 221-5735
Fax: (757) 221-1855
Email:  pele@wm.edu

virginia legal aid society, inc. (VLAS)
VLAS provides free legal services to eligible low- income residents in 20 counties and seven cities in central, south, and western Virginia. VLAS serves these communities by providing free information, advice and representation in areas that include special education. In addition, VLAS represents and provides legal advocacy to expelled or suspended students with disabilities on issues that include the provision of special education services. 

· CONTACT INFORMATION: 
· Address: Administrative Office: 513 Church Street, Lynchburg, Virginia 24504 
Administrative Office number: (434) 528-4721 or (866) 534-5243 (Toll-free client access #) 
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