The Virginia Purple Star Designation Program for Schools Application Preparation
The following information and questions will be asked of all Purple Star applicants. Please make sure to read each question carefully. It is estimated that the online application will take no more than three minutes to complete. Questions concerning division-level support or division-wide activities do not apply to private schools and/or pre-schools without this support. 
Application Questions
Question 1: Applicant Content Information
Applicants will need to provide the following:
· Applicant’s First and Last Name
· Applicant Email Address
· Name of School Based POC (If different from applicant)
· Email for School Based POC (If different from applicant)
· Name of School
· Principal's Full Name
· Principal’s Email Address
· School Phone Number
Question 2: School or Division Military Family Information URL
Applicants must provide the URL of the school or division webpage dedicated to military families. This page must contain accurate and up‑to‑date information at the time of review. 
Question 3: Additional Contact Information
The following information is required:
· Division-Level Staff Support for School-Based POC
(Not required for private schools or pre‑schools without divisional support) 
· Email of Division Level Staff Support for School Based POC
· Name of Division Superintendent and/or Head of School
· Email of Division Superintendent and/or Head of School
Question 4: Peer Transition Team Summary
Applicants must provide a summary describing active peer transition team efforts. Include evidence showing how the team engages with peers and the school community. This response should be detailed. Reviewers understand that peer support varies by age and developmental level, but applicants should clearly show how students prepare for and support new military‑connected peers.
Question 5: Professional Development Summary
Applicants must provide a written narrative summarizing the professional development (PD) provided. Include:
· A description of the PD content
· The date the PD occurred
· Confirmation that at least 70% of school staff participated
applicable PD must have occurred between September 4, 2021, and September 4, 2026. Schools may describe division‑wide PD if.
Question 6: Support for Military-Connected Students with Disabilities
Applicants must describe how the school addresses additional transitional needs for military‑connected students receiving special education services. Examples of information to include:
· How a student’s disability is considered when assigning peer support
· Differences in transitional support approaches
· Steps taken to inform families about Virginia consent provisions
· How parents are informed of school- and division‑level special education contacts
· Communication of timelines for identification, referral, evaluation, eligibility, IEP/placement, and triennial reevaluation
· How parents are connected to the Parent Resource Center (PRC)
· How parents are encouraged to participate in SEAC or local support groups
· Any other special education processes or programs beneficial for families
Question 7: Division-Wide Efforts
Applicants must provide a narrative and supporting evidence for at least one of the following:
· Description of division‑wide professional development related to military students and families, including the PD date and confirmation of at least 70% staff participation (PDs must occur between September 4, 2021, and September 4, 2026)
· School board resolution supporting military students and families, including the signing date
· Description of division‑hosted military recognition events that promote a military‑friendly culture


Question 8: Additional Information
Applicants will have the opportunity to provide any additional information. Reviewers appreciate any and all pieces of information that assist them in understanding what makes your school's support for military-connected students unique. 
Submit Application Form
Applicants must use a valid school email address to submit the application and the required Purple Star Impact Survey for renewing schools. The application and survey each take approximately three minutes to complete. File uploads are not accepted this year.
The application window opens April 1, 2026.
Application Types
There are three application types:
· First-Time Purple Star Designation Application
· Renewal Application (required once every three years)
· Division‑Wide Application
All schools, including those included in a division‑wide application, must complete the 
SY 2026-27 Virginia Purple Star Impact Survey between April 1 and September 4, 2026. Failure to complete the survey will result in non‑selection.
