
VIRGINIA STANDARDS OF LEARNING

 CIVICS/ECONOMICS 

2023 History and Social Science Standards of Learning

Practice Item Set

Property of the Virginia Department of Education

Copyright © 2026 by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Virginia Department of Education, P.O. Box 
2120, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120. All rights reserved. Except as permitted by law, this material 
may not be reproduced or used in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying or recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without written 
permission from the copyright owner. Send all written requests to the Virginia Department of 
Education at the above address or by email to: Student_Assessment@doe.virginia.gov.

Printed in the United States of America.

mailto:Student_Assessment@doe.virginia.gov


 2 

History and Social Science

Directions

 Read each question and choose the best answer. 

1 Which statement best expresses the principle of “consent of 
the governed”?

A 

The Congress 
shall assemble at 

least once in 
every year

B 

All Bills for
raising Revenue 
shall originate in 

the House of 
Representatives

C 

We the People
of the United 
States . . .  

establish this 
Constitution

D 

No Person 
except a natural 
born Citizen . . . 
shall be eligible 
to the Office of 

President



 3 

Go to the next
page and continue

working.
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Directions: Use the following information to answer questions 2 
through 6.

Three Branches of Federal Government

Legislative Branch

• Makes laws

• Includes:  

◦ House of Representatives  

▪ Number of representatives based on state population

◦ Senate 

▪ Two senators per state

Executive Branch

• Carries out laws

• Includes:  

◦ President

◦ Vice president

◦ Cabinet

Judicial Branch

• Interprets laws

• Includes: 

◦ Supreme Court

◦ Other federal courts

In the News: After Almost 35 Years of Service, 
a Supreme Court Justice Is Retiring

After nearly 35 years of service, a Supreme Court justice announced that she 
will be retiring. She had the second- longest tenure in history at the court. The 
retiring justice said that she enjoyed serving there all these years. She really 
appreciated that she could serve the public without having to run for office or 
campaign for re- election. Her favorite part of the job, she said, was hearing 
the cases and determining whether particular laws were constitutional.
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2 The federal government is divided in order to —

F resist foreign influence
G restrict individual rights
H prevent abuses of power
J limit the power of the military

3 Which part of the federal government is most directly connected to 
the public?

A The Supreme Court, because the justices receive lifetime appointments
B The Cabinet, because each member is chosen personally by the president
C The Senate, because people in each state elect the same number 

of senators
D The House of Representatives, because each member represents the 

fewest number of people

4 The executive branch would most likely respond to the actions of the 
justice by —

F providing Congress with a judicial nomination
G requesting the Supreme Court to accept a new judge
H requiring the Supreme Court to use fewer judges
J encouraging Congress to elect a judicial candidate
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5 Supreme Court justices serve lifetime appointments in order to —

A ensure the court is fully staffed for hearing cases
B protect justices from political pressure
C maintain the balance of political parties in the judicial branch
D make the justices responsive to the needs of the public

6 Which principle of government is most closely related to the situation 
described in “Supreme Court Justice Retiring”?

F Using checks and balances to limit the power of the government
G Supporting the concept of popular sovereignty through the practice 

of democracy
H Promoting federalism by assigning separate powers to the federal and 

state governments
J Protecting individual rights by ensuring free elections

End of Set
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By enlarging too much the number of electors, you render the 
representatives too little acquainted with all their local circumstances and 
lesser interests; as by reducing it too much, you render him unduly 
attached to these, and too little fit to comprehend and pursue great and 
national objects. The federal Constitution forms a happy combination in 
this respect; the great and aggregate1 interests being referred to the 
national, the local and particular to the State legislatures.

— Federalist No. 10

 Which statement best explains the relationship between national and 
state governments discussed in the text?

A State governments have the power to negotiate treaties with 
foreign countries.

B The national government has three different branches, and each has 
different powers.

C Some powers belong to the national government, and other powers 
belong to state governments.

D The powers of the national and state governments are equally divided.

1aggregate – general
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People seeking computer- programming jobs should be 
college graduates with knowledge of a variety of 
programming languages and tools. Job seekers should 
have experience working with the latest technology.

 Which characteristics would make a job seeker in computer 
programming most desirable?

F A person who recently earned a high school diploma but has no 
work experience

G A person who earned a 2- year associate’s degree in general business but 
has no work experience

H A person with a 4- year bachelor’s degree and programming experience
J A person with a doctoral degree in economics and 

management experience
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Answer Key

Sequence 
Number

Correct 
Answer

Reporting 
Category Standard of Learning Reporting Category Description

1 C 001 CE.1, CE.1.e American Constitutional Government
2 H 001 CE.2, CE.2.a American Constitutional Government
3 D 001 CE.2, CE.2.b American Constitutional Government
4 F 001 CE.2, CE.2.c American Constitutional Government
5 B 001 CE.2, CE.2.d American Constitutional Government
6 F 001 CE.2, CE.2.e American Constitutional Government
7 C 001 CE.3, CE.3.d American Constitutional Government
8 H 003 CE.14, CE.14.d Economic Decisions
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