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History and Social Science

Directions

 Read each question and choose the best answer. 

1 Which sentence best describes the ancient Greek city- states and their 
implementation of democracy?

A All Greek city- states used a system that allowed the people to vote 
directly on the policies of their government.

B Greek city- states used many political systems that varied widely in the 
amount of power the people had over government.

C Many Greek city- states were tyrannies that offered the people only a 
token position of influence on government.

D Greek city- states lacked the technology to create a system for the people 
to express their views about their government.

2 Read the information about an epidemic in the second century.

The extent of the epidemic has been extensively debated: 
the majority of authors agree that the impact of the 
plague was severe, influencing . . . conscription1, the 
agricultural and urban economy, and depleting the 
coffers2 of the State.

— “The Antonine Plague”

 This event most affected the Western Roman Empire by 
increasing the —

F spread of monotheistic beliefs
G rebellions against imperial rule
H use of foreign troops
J reliance on slave labor

1conscription – required military enlistment
2coffers – containers for storing government funds
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3

Arabian Peninsula

 How did the geography of this region influence the lives of the 
nomadic societies who lived here?

A Surviving the harsh desert environment required cooperation.
B Favorable climate conditions led to agricultural surpluses.
C The rich mineral resources of the land promoted widespread wealth.
D Cooperation between groups was required after the founding of 

large cities.
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Directions: Use the following information to answer questions 4 
through 6.

Examine the map of the region where Islam originated in A.D. 622.
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Trade and Geography in the Spread of Islam

Before the eighth century, individual merchants generally traveled short 
distances along lengthy trade routes. Goods would be passed between 
merchants, adding potential delays in delivery and extra costs to the final 
price.

This changed with the adoption of “direct” trade by Muslim merchants, 
which became one of the innovative ideas attributed to Islam. Muslim 
merchants personally traveled the entire length of the trade route. This 
resulted in a more consistent movement of goods and a reduction in 
transaction costs. As these merchants traveled, they made social 
connections and spread the Islamic faith. By the middle of the eighth 
century, the Islamic world controlled the majority of trade routes 
connecting Asia, North Africa, and Europe.

World Population Table, A.D. 700– 1000

Years 700 800 900 1000

World 
population in 
millions

254 260 266 272

Muslim 
percentage 
of world 
population

4% 7% 10.5% 13%

Total Muslim 
population in 
millions

8.9 19 29 36

Source: Kettani, The World Muslim Population, 2014.
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4 The map indicates that early societies on the Arabian Peninsula 
often had to adapt to —

F cold conditions in the northern region
G a lack of a consistent supply of water
H a lack of access to trade routes
J high altitudes in the eastern region

5 The northernmost city on the map is important to followers of Islam 
because the —

A founder of the religion was born there
B religion’s holy relics were first discovered there
C founder of the religion fled there from persecution
D religion’s highest- ranking leader lives there

6 Which conclusion about Islam from A.D. 700 to A.D. 1000 is supported 
by the information in the table?

F Muslims conquered a great deal of territory.
G A majority of the world’s population converted to Islam.
H Islam grew faster than other world religions.
J The population of Muslims grew rapidly.
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Sequence 
Number

Correct 
Answer

Reporting 
Category Standard of Learning Reporting Category Description

1 B 002 WHI.4, WHI.4.c Social, Cultural, Political, and 
Economic Development of Early 

Societies 
2 H 002 WHI.5, WHI.5.b Social, Cultural, Political, and 

Economic Development of Early 
Societies 

3 A 002 WHI.6, WHI.6.a Social, Cultural, Political, and 
Economic Development of Early 

Societies 
4 G 002 WHI.6, WHI.6.a Social, Cultural, Political, and 

Economic Development of Early 
Societies 

5 C 002 WHI.6, WHI.6.b Social, Cultural, Political, and 
Economic Development of Early 

Societies 
6 J 002 WHI.6, WHI.6.b, Social, Cultural, Political, and 

WHI.6.d Economic Development of Early 
Societies 
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