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Directions: Use the following information to answer questions 1 
through 4.

Trade and Religious Exchanges During the
Age of Exploration

During the Age of Exploration, European nations began to explore the 
world. These explorations often had the backing of royal heads of state as 
well as for- profit businesses. As overland trade routes to Asia became 
more dangerous, a number of ocean trade routes were established. 
Sponsors invested in voyages of exploration and trade with the primary 
goal of profit. Ships returned to Europe with valuable goods from the East, 
including cinnamon and black pepper.

While profiting through trade was one goal of exploration, another goal 
was to spread Christianity. Missionaries, including Roman Catholic Jesuits, 
accompanied many voyages of discovery. This resulted in the 
establishment of Catholic missions and communities far from Europe.

The Jesuit priest Francis Xavier arrived in India in 1542 and helped 
educate new priests. Language barriers and the presence of other 
established religions made spreading Christianity difficult. He traveled from 
village to village, converting the local people. Xavier then went to Japan 
and continued to spread Catholicism. Another Jesuit, Matteo Ricci, arrived 
in China in 1583, and other Jesuits soon followed. In China, Ricci adopted 
the language and incorporated local customs into his messages. While 
their successes were later challenged, these early missionaries were 
instrumental in spreading Christianity around the world.
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1 The Jesuit missions described in the text led to —

A Christianity being limited to one area in Asia
B local Asian traditions blending with Catholic practices
C Christianity becoming the primary religion in Asia
D pilgrims from Asia visiting the city of Mecca
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2 Christian missionaries to India faced opposition because of the —

F influence of powerful griots in the region
G power of the Ottoman Empire
H importance of Hindu values to local people
J objections of the pope

3 The trade routes map supports the conclusion that 16th- century 
Europeans —

A worked together to travel around the world
B followed in the paths of ancient Romans
C made contact with empires on other continents
D established successful colonies in the Americas

4 The exchanges of goods described in the text directly affected the —

F religious practices of Europeans
G diets of Europeans
H goals of the Protestant Reformation
J the Thirty Years’ War

End of Set
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5 Read the excerpt from a declaration approved by the National 
Assembly of France.

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. 
Social distinctions may be founded only upon the 
general good.

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation 
of the natural and imprescriptible1 rights of man. 
These rights are liberty, property, security, and 
resistance to oppression.

— Declaration of the Rights of Man, 1789

 The authors of this document were influenced most by the —

A American Revolution
B Glorious Revolution
C Haitian Revolution
D Mexican Revolution

1imprescriptible – inalienable, unchallengeable

6 Most African colonies gained their independence during —

F a war that ended four empires
G a war to stop the spread of fascism
H an era of rivalry between superpowers
J an era known for opposition to terrorism
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Sequence 
Number

Correct 
Answer

Reporting 
Category Standard of Learning Reporting Category Description

1 B 001 WHII.1, WHII.1.b Emergence of a Global Age 
2 H 001 WHII.1, WHII.1.b Emergence of a Global Age 
3 C 001 WHII.1, WHII.1.c Emergence of a Global Age 
4 G 001 WHII.1, WHII.1.c Emergence of a Global Age 
5 A 002 WHII.4, WHII.4.f Age of Revolutions 
6 H 005 WHII.11, WHII.11.b Era of Global Changes
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