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CHANGES TO VQB5 QUALITY RATINGS 2026-2027 
 

Beginning with the 2026–2027 program year, there will be two changes to VQB5 quality ratings: 1) VQB5 will 
shift from a three-level to a five-level rating system, and 2) Curriculum points will be awarded only to sites who 
choose to use approved curriculum in every classroom. These changes will be reflected in the ratings 
programs receive in fall 2027.  
 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO VQB5 QUALITY RATINGS 

 
1) Shifting to a five-level rating system:  During the first three years of VQB5, sites were rated as Exceeds 

Expectations, Meets Expectations, or Needs Support. The updated rating system will add two levels — 
Distinguished and Approaching Expectations. The rating calculation will stay the same; only the level 
names and cut‑points are changing. 

3 Rating Levels - 2025-2026 
Fall 2026 Profiles 

 5 Rating Levels - 2026-2027 
Fall 2027 Profiles 

Exceeds Expectations 700-800 points  Distinguished 700-800 points 

Meets Expectations 400-699 points  Exceeds Expectations 600-699 points 

Needs Support 100-399 points  Meets Expectations 500-599 points 

   Approaching Expectations 400-499 points 

   Needs Support 100-399 points 

 
2) Changes to curriculum points: Previously, curriculum points were awarded if a site used an approved 

curriculum in at least one classroom. Beginning with the 2026–2027 year, curriculum points will only be 
added for sites using an approved curriculum in all VQB5 classrooms by May 31, 2027. 

A detailed comparison of what this will mean for future ratings is shown on page two.  
 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT VQB5 RATINGS CHANGE 
 
What Does This Mean for VQB5 Sites? 
All sites participating in VQB5 during the 2026–2027 year will receive a rating based on the five levels 
mentioned above, which will be shared publicly in fall 2027 on EarlyChildhoodQuality.doe.virginia.gov.  
 
For sites active in 2025–2026, VDOE has produced mock ratings using the updated five-level approach. These 
are available in LinkB5/VAConnects under Reports. Official 2025–2026 ratings (using the three‑level system) 
will be public in fall 2026. 
 
Why are the Quality Rating Levels Changing? 
Transitioning from three to five rating levels gives sites and families clearer information and more helpful 
distinctions in quality, leading to better experiences for children across Virginia. This change reflects VDOE’s 
commitment to fostering emotionally responsive, meaningful early learning experiences that better prepare all 
children for kindergarten. 
 

https://earlychildhoodquality.doe.virginia.gov/
https://vaconnects.virginia.edu/


 

August 2026 

 
 

Why is Curriculum Recognition Changing? 
Awarding curriculum points to sites who choose to use an approved curriculum in every classroom supports 
VDOE’s commitment to supporting high-quality instruction in all VQB5 classrooms. Curriculum use will 
continue to be optional in VQB5, and sites will continue to have a large selection of curriculum options. 
 
What Happens if a Site Does Not Meet VQB5 Expectations? 
Sites who do not meet the state’s quality expectations are required to participate in VDOE improvement 
planning. 

• Fall 2026 – Any site with a Needs Support rating (399 points or lower) must participate in VDOE 
improvement planning. 

• Fall 2027 - Any site with an Approaching Expectations rating (400-499 points) or a Needs Support 
rating (399 points or lower) will be required to participate in VDOE improvement planning - with 
different improvement requirements aligned to the rating level received. 

  
 
VQB5 RATINGS COMPARISON 
 
VQB5 Quality Ratings are calculated at the end of each program year and released annually each fall.  
 

 2025-2026 
(Released in fall 2026) 

2026-2027 
(Released in fall 2027) 

Interaction 
Points 
(700 points) 

Average of all local CLASS scores from the fall and the spring (all VQB5 eligible 
classrooms at a site) x 100* 

Curriculum 
Points 
(100 points) 

Programs using a VDOE-approved 
curriculum in at least one classroom, by 
May 31 receive 100 points added to their 
score. 

Programs using a VDOE-approved 
curriculum in every classroom by May 
31 receive 100 points added to 
their score. 

Total Points Interactions Points + Curriculum Points = Total Points 
Quality Rating Fall 2026 Profiles 

• Exceeds Expectations: 700-800 pts 
• Meets Expectations: 400-699 pts 
• Needs Support: 100-399 pts 

Fall 2027 Profiles 
• Distinguished: 700-800 pts 
• Exceeds Expectations: 600-699 pts 
• Meets Expectations: 500-599 pts 
• Approaching Expectations: 400-499 

pts 
• Needs Support: 100-399 pts 

* If score replacement is necessary in one or more classrooms, external observation scores will be used when calculating the interaction points for the 
total as outlined in Section 6.2.1 in the VQB5 Guidelines 

 
 
If you have questions about the VQB5 ratings changes, please reach out to your Ready Region or contact VDOE 
at vqb5@doe.virginia.gov. 

https://vecf.org/ready-regions/
mailto:vqb5@doe.virginia.gov

