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What Is Language?

Bloom & Lahey Model of Language

Content

Semantics

Form
Phonology Use

Morphology

Pragmatics
Syntax

What is language?

Language involves

the ability to integrate knowledge of
phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics to create
sentences and texts.
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What is Narration?

Narratives Suport Function

Narratives Are Important
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Why Assess Narration?
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Narrative Assessment Overview

Narrative is a contextually
relevant and pragmatically valid
means of assessing a student’s

ability to integrate language

skills purposefully.

What Is A Narrative?

)
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Types of Narratives
and

Required Components

Types of Narratives (Genre)
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® Recounts
Elicited factual reports of past events

® Accounts (a.k.a. “personal narratives”)
Spontaneously produced verbalizations about past events

® Eventcasts
Descriptions of on-going or anticipated events

® Scripts
General descriptions of typical event

® Fictionalized Narratives (a.k.a. “Stories”)
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Narrative Analysis

Options for

Speech-Language Pathologists

Narrative Analysis

Eliciting Narrative Samples
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Narrative Analysis
S/

Narratives may be analyzed by:

1. Macrostructure
Story Grammar

Episodic Complexity
2. Microstructure

Cohesion (lexical level)
Sentence Structure/Complexity (utterance level)
Lexical Diversity/Complexity

Macrostructure Analysis
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® Setting

e |nitiating Event

¢ Internal Response
* Plan

° Attempt

* Consequence

* Reaction

¢ Ending

Example of a Story

O
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Story Structure
@)

Story Structure
O

Parts of StoCr>y Grammar
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Parts of Story Grammar

O,

Episodic Structure :

Consequence (C): the achievement (or not) of the goal,
as well as any other events or states that might result.

“She finally got home.”

Webinar #2

Macrostructure:
Analyzing Episodes

Microstructure Analysis
® Grammatical Complexity
® Story Ideas (propositions)
® Complexity of Vocabulary

® Cohesion
® Dialogue
® Creativity
® Literate language
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Discriminating Measures

Narratives may also be analyzed by:

© Type and Number of Story Grammar (SG)
Propositions

 Total Number of Words or Utterances

© Grammatical Complexity

“ Number of Different Words
“ Holistic Scoring

© Grammatical Acceptability

Assessment Considerations

The Impact of Culture,

Socio-Economic Status, and
Language Impairment

Cultural Similarities

® Structural organization
“ Setting, goal, complications, resolution

® Referential elements
 Characters, events, temporal & causal relationships

® Evaluative elements
“ Purpose, feelings, values, opinions
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Cultural Differences

Factors to Consider

Narrative Language Abilitites
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Atypical Narrative Performance

Resources

Additional Training
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